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N selecting people to follow
acting profession Fate doean’t
hesitate to delve into Lhe nooks

and corners of all walks of life

the

Bhe is no respecter of race, creed or
previous condition of servitude. Un-
doubtedly, in your Ume, you have
heard the expression, A good brick-
layer was spolled when went on
the stage.”” Used facetiously 1o regis-
ter an adverse oplnion of somebody's
acting, the saying may liternlly be
true.

The art of pulting one brick evenly
on another may have lost a promising
follower when he deserted the trowel
for the theatrical boards All of
which means nothing pxcept
gthat it may polnt out that the trades
and professions of mortals
are just as apt as not to furnish stars
te uplift the drama, or grind i1 in the

much

ordinary

dust, fust a= you may think. A mun
doesn't have Lo be born to the sla =
to be an actor. Some of them are of
theatrical stock, but the afe manv
who aren’t, and yet thes " i
actors.

SWhat a fellow has boeen in lus sarlior
days needn’t unfit him for inforn
mg his lord the carriage walts
wery gracefully, or Irom siarving
m a theatrical boarding ouse

during the slow pummer months, Jjust
as successfully as the son of & noted
star might. The butcher’s son, while
dalivering the pork chops, may find
himself posscsscd of the divine spaik
that urges him to take up the sock
and buskin and join the Lambs.  And,
if he heeds, t'ere In no reason why
pome day he should not meet Wilton
Lackaye or get a nod from J. J. Shu
bert. If thess things come about he
will reallze fully the wisdom of the
move that cut him loose from the
meat busineas, for he will be pointed
onut as an actor and all the boys who
hang out In front of the New York
Theatre will wave to him and touch
him.

In looking over the llst of men rated
a8 actors we find many who started
up the wrong street when they wers
younger. Raymond Hitchcock—he of
the comedy valn and pants—was once
s shoe clerk and In Auburn, too.
¥'en while fitting the feat of the Au-
burn populace he began to dream of a
stage career and very frequently, In
his absent-mindedness, he twitched o
corn which should have recelved more
conmideration. Raymond wuas not o
wery good shoe clerk and one day the
boss called him into the private of-
fce. Fate was working

“Hitchcock,'" sald the boss, *1
don't belleve you know much about
palling shoes."’

*What difference does It make so
Jong as I eat?' responded Raymond
with a sincere desire for knowledge.

“It makes & great deal of differonce
ko me,’” sald the boss. '‘Let me put a
question to you. If a woman with n
No. 4 foot comea In here for & palr of
shoes what do you show her?”

“A palr of No, 4'n.""

wind do you tell har they are No.
we?"

“*Of courne!'’

The boas sighed. “'The cashier will
give you your week's pay,'” he sald.
“*This business s not for yon,™

Raymond walked out and want on
the as a chorua man, Later ha
fearned he should have sald: *'I tell
haer the shoes are No, 2'a."

But it was too late. Raymond had
been shunted out of the shoe business
right onto the stage. The rest you
know. Raymond Hitchcock not only
oan act, but he can produce, If needs
be, and go through bankruptley as well
as any theatrical plunger that ever
lived. Had he remained in the shos
business he might still be In Auburn,
whereas ho has travelled all over the
United Btates and Canada and lived at
the bost hotels everywhere. Succoss
has not spolled him. Even though his
» glothes look llke a checker-board he
Is still as sincers as when he used 1o
tickle the feet of the fair sex in the
town named for red-headed girls. BRut
snough of Raymond! Let us move
o to Frank Tinney

When Frank Tinney was a lad In
Philadelphin the undertnking business
onught his eye. There was something
fascinating about the coffine and
shrouds, and he made up his mingd to
work himself into a position whereby
the family might have lce on the but-
ter and flowers on the table almost
avery day. He obtained a job as night
clerk In the gathering ploce of the dear
departed without much trouble. At 12
o'clock each night Frank would lock
s front door and go to sleep In a
goffin with the telephone nearby. One
tingle and Frank was awake and he
got the reputation of being the most
nlert undertaker's assistant In Phila-
delphla. One day, however, ha quit
his job, The undertaker was dum-
founded.

“But the heavy dying sesson is just
coming on, Frank,"" he protested il |
ean’'t afford to lose you.''

ek Ahe same I'm quitting, "
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fnapped Frank. *‘Last night the boys
brought five of 'em in hers and put
one In my bed. I had to sleep on o
‘Rest In Peace' floral horseshoe and,
bo, I'm through.'

With that Frank Tinney guit and
went to Atlantle City, where ho ba:
camo a life-saver on the beach. The
undertaker was delighted.

“"Dear Frank,'” he Wrote, ‘let's you
and I open & branch shop down there.
You could drown ‘em and I'd plant
‘om.**

Frank declined and took up playing
the trombone. On mastering **After
the Ball” he gave up the beach Job
and joined a minstrel ghow. And
that was the start of F. Tinney
comle, To-day he s just os bad .
trombane player as he was then but
he has developed n Ercal sense of
humor, n large amount of credit for

which belongs to the undertaking busi-
nesy

Will Rogers, as everybody knows,
wis 0 cowhoy beforas he took up stage
work. It was while riding fence down
in Oklahoma that somebody discoveroed
Rogers could chew Eum with more
comedy than any puncher who had
ever been in the distriot, At an ama-
teur show down that way Will went
on as "“The World's Champion Gum
Chewer'' and made n big hit. Then it
wis that he decided to comea to New
York and seek his fortune, Now he is
noted as a “Follles™ Star and a screen
comedian, He does not hesitats to
Eive gum full credit for his rapid rise,
and he admits the ldea of chewing it
cams to him originally as he wiatched
an old cow chewlng her cud, Rob
Rogers of his gum and you pluck
the bloom from the rose of bis comedy,
Gilve him n double supply of gum and
the nudience, on the way out after
the show, will line up to buy tiokets
for the next one.

Grant Mitchell, playving In “"Kempy,**
comes from Ohlo, In his early days
he perceived that his Btate was a hot
bed of Presidential timber and he de.-
cided to start right, anyway., 8o he
became & lawyer, Just about that

Frank Tinney, for Instance, Was an
Undertaker—Ed Wynn, a Druggist’s
Clerk—Barney Bernard Sold
‘ Suits and Cloaks, Raymond
Hitchcock, Shoes.

WILLIAM COLLIER BEAT
THE DRUM IN A ! 3
INSTREL BAND '
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How Some Broadw:
Started to Earn a Living - .

Stars
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WILL ROGERS
WAS
A COWBOY

time they pulled n President from New
York State on the countiry, nnd Grant
reallzed that the Ohlo thing wasn't
infallible, The next best road to fame,
he declded, Iny behind the footlighta,
#0 he reformed, gave up lawing and
went to acting.

Barney Bernard, of “Partners
Agaln,' ereator of the stage Potash,

began his professionnl career as &
cloak and sult salesman. Whether or
not this equipped hilm for the roles

he has been acting on tho stage is a
Question; hut It fitted him for his
membership in the Friars. Genorosity
s a predominnting trait In the make.
up of Barney. In the past seven
Years ho has given Montague Glass
and Jules Eckert Goodman automo-
biles, country homes, diamonds and
other trinkets, and each time they
meet they drop all other busineas wnd
bless the doy Barnoy heard the call of
the stage and gquit the cleak and suit
business

Corse Payton comes from Indlana.
where Lie attacked life as w clerk in a

general store. Out of his §10 a week
hie saved up about $200 with the ides
in view of visiting Now York somae
day and scelng the Aquarium Al he
worked and saved he developed o
yearning to bo an wotor and wear
white spats. He had obsarved a num-
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Town Hall, and he galned from 1

the Impression that life bonind | '
footlights wnos whin to peachs nd ket
cream with every maal Hia fumily tors
eriticlsed him severoly for hurt L

such an ambition, but Corse i Kins
1o be moved. Thus It wan thnt when o wi
the time came for his visit 10 New Wit

came to play ut tha W

York he resolved to make It o
aquest for o theatrical engage
ment.

Arriving on Broadwaoy
Corae went to see n theatrical
gent.

“HSo you want to go on the
wtage?' asked the agent.

“I do, Indeed,” replied Corse,

“Ever acted?"

""No, sir. but I have attended
many shown.'

“*Well, just why do you want
to be an actor?”

“*Because.' replled  Carmo
Iramatically “I hava besn
riticised by my fumily and [
want to get even with them.'

The rest in hintory
Payton want on the stage and
became one of the plllars of
‘he ten-twent'-thirt' hrunch of
he drama Incidentally, his
evenge on his family hes boen
ully obtmined

normiuley

for A. H, Woods.
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el years on the ships
valce, however, and he decided It was
A gift the navy could not develop;
#0 he resigned and became an wotor
To-day he has no chunce 10 commund
a battleship, but he

ey

/ /; BARNEY BERNARD
' WAS A
CLOAK SALESMAN
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The navy now and then supplies n
theatrical star who mukes good
Norworth, singtog comadian, is one of
When he wis a youngster he
enlistad In Phitadelphin and spent sey-
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Back fn the days of “My MOre than a year touring the country
Fricod From Indle” thers With It Among his associates In the
was o little funny-looking Haverly company wore Julia Mar-
man pamed Walter Perkins 10We. Gmes Filkiny, Arthur and Jen-

wvorking In n telegraph offloe

hero In New Yor) Du Soue

shet, who wrote tha comedy, 1heatre here. Newn
wus o telegraph operator, also baritons.

and a close friend of Walter When the Hawerly
Willlam Colller first had the around to New York,
chief part In this play, we krahbed Willle any ¢
bwdieves, but when he tried of There he remalned

then It out again
to Daly's Theatre

It Walter Perkins gave up the
art of pounding Liruss and as-

A and wonl to work at the key, drum in the ban

the relurn of a semblance of walked seven mil

~g

sumed the rol Ho was Aller a season in
from the start. After that ks Was given boy par!

many comedy roles and In- developed rapldly
by did well AL one time W
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EDDIE CANTOR WORKED

IN

A BROKER'S OFFICE
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dunt, carryving the tig drum.,
turning to the hotel he was just about
wilted. Btunding by the door were
two farmers. One of them looked at
the hass drummes with contempt,

“Huh!™ he commented, “"Anything
to git out of work!”™

Ed4 Wynn, born Tzzle Leupold, is &
pative of Phlladelphin. He was once
n drug store clerk, but the Volstead
luw was not In existence then and bo
found It hard to make much monay.
Fd used to clown even while at work
in the store. L&t a customer show
signs of being a crank and B4 would
soon have him laughliog.

If a woman asked for a mustar]
plaster and the store happened
have none, Ed would chuckle, tell hor
a Joke and Induce her Lo take a bottle
of cod-liver oll, One day a theatricnl
mannger came under Ed's spell and
the result was the drug elerk weat
on tho stage. Now he has a show of
lin own, o country place, a gurden
und everything, but they say he often
the old days In Philadel-
Phila when all he had to do for a llv-
ing wan work

[

yinrna far

David Warfleld used to be an ushe
In a Han Francisco theatre, When he
} atworbed o considerabla portion
the theatrical business from 1t
frunt of the house, he declded actinge
should come pext He camo to Ne
York and ane of the first roles he cs.
it of an Irish woman

LAYed was 1)

CVDowd's Nelehbors
He ald It extremely well and 1
wivanes in the profession was i
wid not impeded Ly sKirs Now |
s redchod a point wiiere he wanis t
plny Shakespeare He may never do

I, but 1t s safe to say he will never
“

On re- go back to "O'Dowd’'s Nelghbors' and

never agadn will he have to serve as
an usher. In other words, the San
Franclsco usher bas “arrived.*

George M. Cohan began his profes
slonuel career as & violinist, He usol
to play with the orchestra in & theatis
In Providence, Heing of a prominen:
stiage family he naturally took up act
ing and the rest Is too well known 10
domand repetition Ham H. Harris.
for yeurs the business partner of M
Coliun, never acted except when b
ippeared In Friats' Frolics, but his
pre-theatrical carver was interesting
He geban working as an employee of
a loundry, and then managed Terry
Mctiovern, prize fightor, Laler he
ownmsd a string of race horses, Now
he " America's most influen
tinl theatrical producera

Eddie ( sk boy, worked in
1 Wall Street brokemge office. One
night he appeared as an amateur gt &
dliner theatre and won & prize. That
ended his business carcer and he wont

‘antor

in for art. Cecil Lean was o shipping
clerk 1o w rudvosd oMice. Lew Heai:
wis ‘n soversl mercantile lines befor

he 1ol up stage work. He was forged
aut  of nlze. Ewer
ne an employer saw him coming i

offers< himn n place an office Loy.

busineas by his

Arthur Deagon, of comle opears
e, wWas w eonl miner in Wisconsin
H« Ml n Y vYolee and, tirlng of
¢ : li to sing I wasn'i
[ [ ant vus on Lhe stage I
Wul ks slitisnd law before
[ g Wt I itrimony

Thus, it eon, ane Jdoesn’t have u
L laarmn tos lage 19 b oy i T™h
average actor's not born; he s made

usually by his press agent
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